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" I will cook something for the President if he don't
get the money out of those merchants at once with-
out arguing."

In general, however, with the exception of a few
loans, no new demands were made upon the ill-lined
purses of the Prussians. Indirectly, of course, they
felt the burden of the war. The coin with which
the State supplied them was debased and therefore
purchased less goods. The pensions of those who
had served the King in the past, but could serve
him no longer, were left unpaid or paid only in
paper. But the chief granary of the Prussian army
was, whenever possible, the territory of the enemy.
The second great source of supplies consisted in
those countries which the fortune of war had placed
in their hands. " Mark well the contributions of
Mecklenburg/* was Frederick's order to General
Dohna. "Take hostages, and threaten the Duke's
bailiffs with fire and plundering to make them pay
promptly/' But by far the heaviest burden fell
upon the Saxons. Besides systematically draining
them of cash, Frederick resorted to what he termed
" reprisals " at their expense whenever " the allies of
the King of Poland " pillaged any of his dominions.
Men who were thus made scapegoats for the sins of
half Europe betrayed with seasonable treachery the
allegiance which the King of Prussia had compelled
them to swear against their will.

In 1758, however, Frederick allowed the notorious
disaffection of the Saxons to fetter him no more
than the armies of France and Sweden. He had a
great plan of campaign, and he began to execute it